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Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan Grants 
$950,000 

to Plan, Construct Linked Greenways

Announcements made at Annual Green Forum

Detroit, MI ï The Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan (CFSM) today announced 9 grants 
totaling $950,000 to plan and construct projects to link additional miles of greenways in the region.  The 
announcement was made by Joseph L. Hudson, Jr., Chairman, CFSM, at their GreenWays Initiative Green 
Forum.  

A program of the Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan, The GreenWays Initiative is a 
comprehensive effort aimed at improving the quality of life by increasing the availability of natural areas or 
“green” space for use by the public while enhancing the region’s natural landscape.

Greenways are linear open spaces, including habitats and trails, that link parks, nature reserves, cultural 
features or historic sites with each other, for recreation and conservation purposes.

The GreenWays Initiative was launched one year ago, with the first grants awarded in September 2001.  As 
with the first round of grantees, all of the projects chosen for this round of grants were selected through 
a competitive process after submitting detailed strategies to create new – or link existing – greenways.  
Two types of grants were awarded – land grants, to support the physical assemblage or construction of 
greenways, and predevelopment grants, to support final-phase planning.

The 9 GreenWays grantees and their grants are: 

LAND GRANTS

B City of Pontiac, Oakland County, to complete the Clinton River Trail 
   in Oakland County         $117,500

B Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority, Washtenaw County,to construct 
   the first phase of a Border-to-Border trail in Washtenaw County    $  50,000

B Macomb County Board of Commissioners,  Macomb County,
   to purchase land to serve as a link to the Clinton River Trail in Oakland County  $310,000

B Wayne County, Wayne County, for the construction of a connector  within 
   Elizabeth Park, which will link with the Downriver Linked Greenways       $100,000

(more)



PREDEVELOPMENT GRANTS

B  City of Ferndale, Oakland County,  to support the development of a plan 
    for the Woodward Corridor Greenway        $  81,500
B  City of Rockwood, Wayne County, to support the design, final-phase planning and 
    engineering work for the Fort Street Bike Path into Mercure Park    $  19,000
B  Detroit Eastside Community Collaborative (DECC), Wayne County, 
    to support the planning, design and cost analyes for the Connor Creek Greenway  $  98,800
B  Rails-to-Trails Conservancy, Oakland County, to support the creation of a Clinton 
    River Trail interlocal government commission and the creation of a master plan for
    the Clinton River Trail.          $  75,000
B  Southwest Detroit Business Association, Wayne County, to support the planning of  
    the Southwest Detroit and Dearborn linkages to the Rouge River Gateway   $100,000

With today’s grant announcements, the Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan has now awarded 22 
GreenWays grants totaling $2.6 million. “These grants are being leveraged by an additional $11 million for the projects 
in our region,” said Mariam Noland, President of the CFSM.   “Studies have shown that green spaces not only increase 
the quality of life in a region, but they also attract new housing and business opportunities to an area. The Green Ways 
Initiative is helping to accomplish that end, and to boost southeastern Michigan’s economic viability as a result.”
 
All of the newly supported grantees had to provide evidence that they had collaborated with other organizations and 
communities to build support for their proposed projects.  As a group, the 9 projects will contribute to the long-term goal 
of linking a potentially large network of trails and green spaces through the seven county region of southeastern Michigan. 

“With the awarding of the second round of grants, the vision of establishing networks of green space throughout 
southeastern Michigan comes closer to becoming a reality, said Tom Woiwode, director of the GreenWays Initiative.  “The 
dedication demonstrated by the 22 groups that have received GreenWays Initiative grants to date is further proof that 
people realize the importance of green space within their communities – and are willing to work to make it happen.”

The GreenWays Initiative, which will use $25 million in private support to leverage a minimum of $50 million in 
untapped state and federal funds, is helping nonprofits and local governments construct or restore green corridors 
throughout the seven counties of southeast Michigan. The region has nearly 2,400 miles of potential greenways corridors.  
In addition to grants, the CFSM GreenWays Initiative is engaging in public education, outreach and capacity-building 
programs with the nonprofit organizations and municipalities. 

The CFSM has raised over $17 million toward its goal of $25 million in funding.  Contributions to the GreenWays 
Initiative have come from The Americana Foundation, The Carls Foundation, the DTE Energy Foundation, the Frey 
Foundation, the Hudson-Webber Foundation, the John S. and James L. Knight Foundation, The Kresge Foundation, 
McGregor Fund, The Skillman Foundation, Whitney Fund, and Matilda R. Wilson Fund.  Individuals and corporations 
interested in contributing to the GreenWays Initiative should call CFSM at (313) 961-6675. 

The Community Foundation for Southeastern Michigan, founded in 1984, is a permanent community endowment built by gifts 
from hundreds of individuals and organizations committed to the future of southeast Michigan.  The Foundation works to improve 
the regionôs quality of life by supporting a wide variety of activities beneýting education, arts and culture, health, human services, 
community development and civic affairs.  The Foundation has assets of more than $345 million and, since its inception, has 
distributed $126 million through more than 16,060 grants to nonproýt organizations throughout Wayne, Oakland, Macomb, Monroe, 
Washtenaw, St. Clair and Livingston counties.  Additional information on the GreenWays Initiative is available at the Community 

Foundationôs web site at www.cfsem.org.


